234                           MR*    BALDWIN
prestige and accomplishment might have succeeded in spite of it. These attacks were tending to make the leadership of the Conservative Party an intolerable position. They were taking advantage of the natural weakness of Mr. Baldwin's personality. With the result of this election matters neared a crisis. Admiral Taylor, the Independent Conservative, was successful and took his seat in the House of Commons in a strained atmosphere.
On October soth the  Caxton  Hall saw  Mr.  Baldwin appear again to be arraigned before his party.    It was then four months since he had explained away the Referendum and received the temporary confidence of his supporters. On this occasion all peers, members of Parliament and candidates were present, with Lord Beaverbrook himself among the number.   On a resolution for a "free hand" to deal with Dominion trade, only Lord Beaverbrook dissented, and on the main resolution of confidence Mr.  Baldwin received a majority of 283 votes.   He had thus affirmed his position in the leadership of the Conservative Party for possibly the final time.   In his speech he had outlined his policy and said very little in vindication of himself.    "I will always bow to the will of my party/' he had said and at that large and representative gathering he was wholeheartedly acquitted.   It was the will of the party that it should not face the upheaval that any change of leadership would have entailed.   Some of the younger members spoke against their leader, but the weight of Lord Hailsham's speech carried the day.   It was clear that at that moment there could have been no change of leadership and no going back on the policy to which the Conservative Party had virtually committed itself.    It was years past the point where the Party could have taken the initiative. It could only hope then to deal with affairs as they arose. The Party was indeed wise to reinstate its leader, and the complete indignity of the position was only in keeping with the times. It remains to estimate Lord Beaverbrook's position*  His